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of love and adoration. Often at the end of his sermon he showed to the
people the sacred name of Jesus curiously cut on a board with gold letters,
inviting them to adore Christ with him on their knees, reciting a pious
doxology. This was misconstrued by some, who also cavilled at certain
expressions which he had used. Upon their complaints Pope Martin V
summoned him to appear and commanded him silence for a while. The
humble saint meekly acquiesced without making any reply. But his
holiness, after a full examination of his doctrine and conduct, dismissed
him with his benediction, high commendations, and ample leave to preach
everywhere. The same pope pressed him to accept the bishopric of Sienna
in 1427; but he declined that dignity, alleging for his excuse that if he
were confined to one church he could no longer employ himself in the
service of so many souls. In 1431 he no less resolutely refused that of
Ferrara which Eugenius III earnestly desired to confer upon him, and
again that of Urbino in 1435. When the saint preached first at Milan,
the haughty Duke Philip Mary Visconti1 took offence at certain things
which he had said in his sermons, and threatened him with death if he
should presume to speak any more on such subjects; but the saint declared
that no greater happiness could befall him than to die for the truth. The
duke, to try him, sent him a present of one hundred ducats of gold in a
golden bowl. The saint excused himself from receiving the money to
two different messengers; but being compelled by a third to accept it,
he took the messenger with him to the prisons and laid it all out in his
presence in releasing debtors. This disinterestedness turned the duke's
aversion into the greatest veneration for the saint ever after.

St Bernardin preached several times through the greatest part of Italy;
some say also in Spain, but this seems uncertain. Nothing was more
spoken of over all Italy than the wonderful fruit of his sermons, miraculous
conversions, restitution of ill-gotten goods, reparations of injuries, and
heroic examples of virtue. The factions of the Guelfs and Ghibellins then
horribly divided many cities of Italy and gave frequent employment to the
saint. Hearing once of a great dissension at Perugia, he hastened thither
from the marquisate of Ancona, and entering the city thus addressed the
inhabitants: " God, who is highly offended at this division among you,
hath sent me as his angel to proclaim peace to men of good will upon
earth." After preaching four sermons to persuade them to a mutual
forgiveness of all injuries and a general amnesty, at the end of the last
he bade all those who forgave each other and desired to live in peace to
pass to the right hand. All present did so except one young nobleman,
who stayed on the left, muttering something between his teeth. The

1 In him was extinct the family of Visconti, descended by a younger branch from one of
the Lombard kings. They were first viscounts or deputy-governors, and afterwards dukes of
Milan; which sovereignty, upon the death of Philip Mary Visconti, in 1447, devolved upon
Francis Sforza, his general, to whom he had given his natural daughter in marriage. Whence
ensued the bloody wars between the emperors, French and Milanese.
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